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Januarv 2010
Responsibility for students on their way to and from school

It may be helpful to remind parents and carers that the school can have cer-
tain expectations with respect to the behaviour of students whilst they are on
their way to and from school. This is particularly so when they are in school
uniform. Some students feel that once they are out of the school gate they
can behave how they like without any comeback from the school. This is
not the case. If there is any behaviour that will reflect badly on the school
we will take action, particularly if ignoring it would have implications for good
order within the school. Of particular concern at the moment is students
smoking on their way to and from school. When confronted these students
respond that what they do outside the school gate is not our business. This
is not so and we reserve the right to take whatever steps are necessary to
protect the good reputation of the school. the authority of our staff and the
health and well-being of our students.

Of particular concern to some parents is if one student makes threats of vio-
lence against another and indicates that the act will occur out of school. (I
should point out that this is a rare occurrence.) Inthese cases we will al-
ways take great care that the aggressor understands that it does not matter
where any subsequent violence takes place. If the threat was initiated in
school we will always do everything we can to protect the victim from an act
of violence. We cannot always protect the victim out of school, but we can
be sure that his or her parents and the police are aware of the threats and
we will exclude the aggressor in order to protect the victim if necessary. If
this happens at least we know that the victim will be safe in school and the
aggressor is likely to be charged with assault.

Stratton’s Results in the Secondary School League Tables

The tables show that the school has done well in relation to other local
school and the national averages, but the figures used are wrong and un-
derplay our success. We understand that our corrections have been
agreed, but unfortunately the league tables will not be re-published.

School Uniform Survey

By half term approximately 500 of our students will have completed our on
-line survey on school uniform. We have also had over 100 returns from
parents, although it is clear that not everyone has had their paper copy of
the questionnaire to fill in. School staff and governors will also be able to
have their say and the eventual decisions about whether there will be any
changes to school uni form wil|l i e
guestionnaire has been carefully
ership Group. It starts by asking you whether you agree with certain prin-
ciples with regard to uniform and then moves on to consider the reasons
why schools have uniform, before moving on to look at the details of our
current uniform and future options. In a final section the questions focus
on jewellery, hairstyles and make-up. If you would like to complete the
survey please contact the school for a copy, or ask your son or daughter
to bring home a copy by collecting one from the school office. | will keep
you updated on our progress.
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Year Eleven Mock Exam Results

We have been pleased and encouraged by the results obtained by our year
Speoialist Schools | eleven students in their mock examinations. Overall the results are looking

and Academies Trugt| 9°0d for the summer.

EXCELLENCE AND DIVERSITY

Uniform Issues

School Jumpers: We are in the process of identifying a new supplier of
school jumpers. This follows concerns about the quality of some of the
batches of jumpers sourced by our current suppliers. New stock will be
phased in gradually. We hope that all jumpers will be provided by our new
supplier as of September 2010. Whilst we are conscious of the need to pro-
vide value for money, we regret that there will be a slight increase in price.
— However, we hope that you will agree that the improved quality is worth
paying for.

Please also bear in mind that where there are genuine concerns regarding
the quality of jumpers purchased recently, we are happy to discuss these
on an individual Dbasis. Pl ease contact

iwWe have been|inthefirstinstance. stimoyster@stratton.beds.sch.uk
pleased and encour-
aged by the results

obtained by our year Polo Shirts: Students have the option of wearing white polo shirts embroi-
eleven students in dered with the Stratton school badge from Easter until the end of the sum-
their mock examina- mer term. Polo shirts will be available to purchase in the usual way after

tions. Overall the re-
sults are looking good
for the summe

February Half Term. They will be available in the same sizes as the blue
PEolo Shirt and at the same price.

Please note that where students choose not to wear polo shirts, they will be
required to wear a white school shirt and school tie as for winter uniform.

Whether the student chooses to wear the polo shirt or a shirt and tie,
should an additional item of clothing be required, it must be the
school jumper in the first instance.

Footwear:

The school requires students to wear black shoes that are safe and appro-
priate for the school environment. (Technology rooms, Science Labs etc). A
@ number of girls have recently chosen to wear black boots which we con-

sider to be inappropriate and, in some cases, unsafe in certain areas of the
school. To this end, we would like to ask families to support us by ensuring
that their sons/daughters wear black shoes (not including sports shoes)

Maths & that provide adequate cover of the foot to ensure safety during the course

Computing of the school day.

Should adverse weather make it preferable for boots to be worn to and
from school, students should ensure that they have appropriate shoes to
change into for wear in the school building.
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Free School Meals

The school catering service offers a wide range of healthy meals and
shacks which is enjoyed by a significant number of staff and students. At
Stratton, we are aware that many families who are entitled to free school
meals are not claiming them. These include the families of many of the stu-
dents in the sixth form who are claiming EMA.

To qualify for free school meals, an application must be made by the par-
ent/carer of the student. The parent/carer making the application must:

1. Live in Central Bedfordshire, although the child can attend a school out-
side of the Central Bedfordshire area.

2. Prove that he/she is in one of the following categories
. Receiving income-related Employment Support Allowance
. Receiving income-based Job Seekers Allowance .

. Receiving Child Tax Credit (but neither the applicant nor his/her
partner is receiving Working Tax Credit) and the joint annual income
is below £16,040.

. Receiving the guaranteed element of Pension Tax Credit .
. An asylum seeker supported under Part VI of the Immigration Act
1999.

Application forms are available from the school office. They can also be
downloaded from the Central Bedfordshire Website; (Go to Education and
Learning. Type Free School Meals into the search box. This will take you to
the Education Welfare Site where an application form is available as a Pdf
document). Or requested direct from Central Bedfordshire Council by
phone.

If you require any help in completing this form, please contact the main
school office in the first instance.

If you are unsure whether you are eligible to claim for free school meals,
please contact Central Bedfordshire Council on 0300 300 800 and ask to
speak to someone in the Education Welfare Service about free school
meals.

School Policies

The school is required to have key policies that are reviewed at regular in-
tervals. The Staff and Students sub-committee of the Governing Body has
recently reviewed the school 6s pol

Safeguarding Children (formally Child Protection)
Sex and Relationships Education

Copies of both these policies are
be requested direct from the school.
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As a result of their discussions, governors asked that we re-state to par-
ents/ carers the Gofldlentimlityd s position on

The school places the safeguarding of students above all other
considerations

All students are made aware that if they pass on information relating
Specidlist Schools to their safety or well-being, whilst we will treat what they tell us sen-

- sitively we may well be in the position where we are legally obliged
igiégsggﬂes Trust to pass on the information to another agency. Where this is the case,
the student will be supported by the school as far as it is possible to
do so.

Any sensitive information shared by a family with the school, will be

treated with discretion and passed on to staff in part or in full

(depending upon the circumstances) and on a need to know basis.

Shoul d t he st ud ebringbeatr rislaeenill e legally we | |
required to pass the information on to another appropriate agency.

Apart from these circumstances, the only other information sharing
that occurs is:

— . with the DCSF and Connexions

. with multi-agency groups (via a CAF Form) where the student
and/or his/her family has agreed to the school asking for help
and support on their behalf.

iThere have Dbeen ,s0mgy ContactPoint (please refer to October edition of headlines)
changes to the operators on

two of the transport routes to

and from Stra(onsyltation on School Admission Arrangements (September 2011)

There is a requirement for parents/carers and local community groups to
be consulted on admission arrangements for schools. Details relating to
the current consultation for 2011 have been published on the Central Bed-
— fordshire Council Website and can be accessed at
www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/admissconsult . The consultation process
will end on March 1 2010.

School Transport

There have been changes to the operators on two of the transport routes
to and from Stratton. The routes affected are:

MOZ2:Upper Caldecote - Stratton: Now operated by Herberts Travel. Her-
berts have asked the school to request that all students carry their bus
passes at all times. In cases where a pass has been lost or left at home,
students should go to the main school office to ask for a temporary pass.
These are valid for up to a maximum of 10 days.

M12: Potton - Stratton: This route is now operated by Chiltern Travel
Service. Students and families have contacted the school to ask about the
reduction in the number of stops on this route. We have contacted the lo-
cal authority. It has looked into the matter and will be writing direct to fami-
lies.

In the meantime, we understand that there will be two pick up points in the
morning and four drop off points in the afternoon as follows:




STRATTON UPPER SCHOOL

Eagle Farm Road
Biggleswade
Bedfordshire

SG18 8JB

Phone: 01767 220000
Fax: 01767 220002

Our e_mail address is:

strattonus@deal.bedfordshire.gov.u

Healthy School
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Pick up point AM PM

Market Square 0820 1549
Sutton Cross 0825 1544
Roads

Rising Sun - 1551
Bricklayers Arms | - 1553
Stratton Upper 0830 1535 - 1540
School

We would like to remind all students who use school transport that
they should carry their bus passes at all times!

Parenting Groups

Strengthening Families 10 -14:

Strengthening Families aims to support parents/carers and their young
people to: achieve their goals; gain a better understanding of one another;
understand the importance of rules and consequences; support young
people to make positive choices; protect young people from drug and al-
cohol problems and to improve communication within the family.

A Strengthening Families 10-14 group will be starting at Biggleswade
Youth Club on Thursday 4th February . It will run each Thursday except
the 18th February as this is during half term. The last session will be on
Thursday 18th March. Each session will run from 5.00 to 7.30pm and is
for both the parent/carer and the young person.

Triple P

Triple P incorporates 2 separate programmes, one for parents/carers of
0 - 12 year olds and one for parents of 12 - 16 year olds. Both pro-
grammes are suitable for parents/carers of children with ADHD. These
programmes support parents/carers to improve relationships with their
young people, to set boundaries and to develop effective responses to
misbehaviour and, with teenagers, to help them minimise or avoid risky
situations with peers.

A Triple P course will be starting at some point in February at Sandy Up-
per School and is for the parent/carer only however all details are yet to
be finalised.

If any parent/carer is interested in attending either of these programmes
please contact Alison Challis, Parenting Group Coordinator, Central Bed-
fordshire on 07793315527

ShelterBox fundraising up-date

On 4™ November 2009 Stratton Interact Club held a fund raising day col-
lecting money for Shelter Box in association with the Rotary Club of Great
Britain. You may remember that we had a tent erected outside school
and an open box showing the contents.

ShelterBox respond immediately to earthquake, volcano, flood, hurricane,
cyclone, tsunami or conflict by delivering boxes of aid all around the
world.
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iwWe are deli
able to tell you that the
money raised has been
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with other donations
and is on its way to
Haiti to help the victims
of the eart
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Each box supplies an extended family of up to 10 people with a tent and life-
saving equipment to use while they are displaced or homeless. The contents
are tailored depending on the nature and location of the disaster, with great
care taken sourcing every item to ensure it is robust enough to be of lasting
value.

We are delighted to be able to tell you that the money raised has been allo-
cated to our own ShelterBox, which is on its way to Haiti to help the victims
of the earthquake. Other ShelterBoxes have already started arriving and
ShelterBox tents are being used by hospitals in Port au Prince to provide
emergency shelter for post surgery patients. The first ShelterBoxes to arrive
in the country have been immediately utilised by doctors in desperate need
of equipment to help treat huge numbers of injured Haitians.

ShelterBox offer a tracking system so in the next couple of weeks there will
be a poster on display at the front of school letting everybody know where
our ShelterBox is and when it arrives in Haiti.

g Thank you everyene who donated money to this very worthwhile appeal.

You are helping people when they need it the most and ensuring that they
are kept warm, dry and well.

Year 10

The new year has started in a very positive way. Our triple science stu-
dents are doing extremely well in their science modules with a number of

hthem Haining A's and A*'s, so a big well done to them. Our year 10 Drama

students are also providing outstanding work and we are hoping to see this
continue to their GCSE's.

Work Experience

Many of our students have started to find placements for work experience
which is fantastic news but | would like to see the whole year group take
part in this very valuable experience. The students will be given further sup-
port with finding placements in the coming weeks if they have not done so
already. Could | encourage those who have found placements to give in
their paperwork as soon as possible.

If you have any questions related to work experience, please contact Mrs L.
Layton on extension 101 or stllayton@stratton.beds.sch.uk.

In March we are looking to hold a 'Revision Evening' for Year 10 students
and their parents/carers to support Year 10 before they start their exams at
the end of April 2010. A formal letter outlining this opportunity will be sent
out shortly and it would be great to see as many parents/carers and stu-
dents attend this valuable training session as possible.
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We are on the web:
www.stratton.beds.sch.uk

Healthy School

Important dates for your diary

Page 7

G

8 Vi Vi VAVAVANE VA VA VA NVE VA VANV VE VANV VA VENVEVENVENVENVEVEVENVENVEVEVEVENVE VA VAN

Important dates for your diary

Wednesday 3rd February
Art GCSE Examinations papers out to students.
Thursday 4th February
Intermediate Maths Challenge.
Monday 8th February
Yr12 Mocks all week.
Wednesday 10th February & Thursday 11th February
Yr10 Diptetpolio injections.

Unit 3 Drama A2 practical exams.
Monday 15th February 1 Friday 19th February
Half Term
Thursday 25th February
Yrll Photographs
Friday 26th February
Yrl1 Catering Practical mock

Tuesday 2nd March
Maths Modular exams.

Wednesday 3rd March
Science Modular exams.
Thursday 4th March
Yrll Art Trip to London. Yrl3 History Conference.
Friday 12th March
Yrll Catering Practical Exam
Monday 15th March i Friday 26th March
Art GCSE examination period.
Thursday 18th March
Theatre Trip T Blood Brothers
Friday 26th March
Learning Plan Day.
Yrl2 and Yrl3 Citizenship.
Yrll Maths Superlearning Day.
Tuesday 30th March
Unit 3 AS Drama exams.
Wednesday 31st March
Unit 3 AS Drama exams.
Yrll Catering evaluation exam.
Yr1l0 & Yrl11 girls cervical cancer vaccine (3 of 3)

Thursday 1st April
Yrl1l0 & Yrl11 girls cervical cancer vaccine (3 of 3)
Friday 2nd April 1 Friday 16th April
Easter Holiday.

Monday 19th April 1 Inset Day.

Tuesday 20th April 7 return to school.
Yr10 Exams all week.

Yr12/Yrl3 Art Trip to Cambridge.

Monday 3rd May
Bank Holiday
Wednesday 5th May & Thursday 6th May
Drama GCSE Exams (Practicals)
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Sunday 9th May
Farm Open Day and Plant Sale

Monday 10th May, Wednesday 12th May & Friday 14th May
Art AS & A2 Examination Sessions

Thursday 13th May
Yr10 Subject Evening
Friday 14th May
Yr12 Study Leave until 14th June
Monday 17th May i 30th June
External Examinations
Friday 21st May i Sunday 23rd
Yrl0 Cromer Trip

Thursday 27th May
Yr9 Trip to Duxford Museum

Friday 28th May
Yrl3 and Yrll Study Leave

Monday 31st May 1 Bank Holiday
Tuesday 1st June 7 Friday 4th June -half term
Monday 7th June
Return to School

Spring Term:

Tuesday 5 January 2010 - Thursday 1 April 2010
(Half Term: Monday 15 February i Friday 19 February)
Summer Term:

Tuesday 20 April 2010 - Wednesday 21 July 2010
(Half Term: Monday 31 May i Friday 4 June)

May Day Bank Holiday: Monday 3 May 2010

Training Days:
Tuesday 1 and Wednesday 2 September 2009

Monday 2 November 2009
Monday 19 April 2010
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